(Letterhead is encouraged – please try to keep letter to one page in length)
<Date>

Katherine E. Benham

USDA-AMS-TMP-NOP, Room 2945 – So., Ag Stop 0268

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20250-0020

Katherine.benham@usda.gov.

Re: Support letter for NOSB Certifier Seat Appointment

Dear Ms. Benham,

I am writing in support of Gwendolyn Wyard’s appointment as the certifier representative on the National Organic Standards Board (NOSB).

<<Brief description of the your company/organization/position and its connection to the organic sector/industry (as applicable)>> Note: The idea is to provide context that establishes the person writing the letter as having an informed perspective and/or being a stakeholder that NOSB should be representing.

Gwendolyn’s strength as a candidate resides in the depth and diversity of technical work experience and perspectives she will bring to the NOSB certifier seat. From farm operations to food science and processing, her expertise covers all the links in the food supply chain. With 15 years experience in organic certification, Gwendolyn has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the NOP regulations and how they apply to producers and handlers. 
Gwendolyn frequently delivers trainings and presentations to the food industry and organic certifiers, and has for the past 6 years regularly attended and participated in NOSB meetings on Oregon Tilth’s behalf by providing public comment and technical presentations on specific issues. She brings an important historical understanding and expertise on the issues surrounding materials that are essential to the primary role of the NOSB. She is dedicated to the integrity of the organic standards and has contributed extensive time to participating on forums and events throughout the organic community. 

Finally, Gwendolyn is thoughtful and employs astute diplomatic skills to bridge differing viewpoints. She is well respected by her peers and held in high regard within the community of accredited certification agents. These skills make her an asset to any group effort working towards a common goal. 
Sincerely,

<Name>

<Company or Affiliation if Desired>

<Contact Information>

CC: Gwendolyn Wyard

