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2008 Farm Bill in the Federal Register 

•  Request for Proposals (RFPs) for: 
–  AWEP 
–  CIG 

•  Request for Comments is open for: 
–  EQIP 
–  WHIP  
–  WRP  
–  GRP 
–  FRPP 
–  HFRP 
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Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) 

Authorized National Funding (million $)
Program 2009 2010 2011 2012 

AWEP (in addition to EQIP) 73 73 74 60 
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Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) 

Authorized National Funding (million $)
Program 2009 2010 2011 2012 

CIG – Air (Funding included in EQIP) 37.5 37.5 37.5 37.5 
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Public Comments - Rulemaking 
•  The Public Comment period follows the publication of rules in the 

Federal Register. 
–  The comment process is described in each Federal Register 

entry.  
–  Comments are made part of the administrative record and are 

made publically available. 
•  Comments must be submitted in writing through: 

–  Mail, Fax, Email, or 
–  www.regulations.gov 
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)  

EQIP Authorized Funding (billion $), National 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

1.20 1.34 1.45 1.58 1.75 
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EQIP Key Points 
For organic producers: 

 Specific section on assistance with conservation practices utilized 
for organic production and transition 

 Payments for practices with organic production benefits limited to 
not more than $20,000 per year; $80,000 in 6 years 
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EQIP Key Points 
For limited resource, socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers or 

ranchers: 

  Up to 90 percent cost share or at least 25 percent above the otherwise applicable 
rate  

  Advance payments to cover up to 30% of  the cost of  materials to install conservation 
improvements 
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Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 

WHIP Authorized Funding (million $), National 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

85 85 85 85 85 
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Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 

WRP Authorized Acres, National 
Capped at 3,041,200 acres (766,200 new acres) 
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Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP) 

GRP Authorized Acres, National 
1.220 million NEW acres (2009-2017) 



13 

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) 

FRPP Authorized Funding (million $), National 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

97 121 150 175 200 
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Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP) 

HRPP Authorized Funding (million $), National 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

2.0 9.7 9.7 9.7 9.7 
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CStP) 

CStP Authorized Acres (million acres), National 
2009 2010 2011 2012 

12.769 12.769 12.769 12.769 
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Websites for Posting of Rules 

•  All rules and notices on the NRCS Farm Bill website: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/
index.html  

•  All regulations and electronic comments are posted on: 
http://www.regulations.gov/search/index.jsp 

•  Standard Publications under the Federal Register: 
 http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html  




