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Hemp In Kentucky

The Gateway Crop

≈ 280 Hemp Lic. 
in 2018

≈ 1100 Hemp Lic. 
in 2019
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Tremendous interest in Hemp
Why ORGANIC Hemp?

The Gateway Crop
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Opportunity
 Interest in Hemp has pushed interest in ORGANIC 
 Steep learning curve
 Fight the ‘ALMOST’

The Gateway Crop



ORGANIC Association of Kentucky
 Non profit, membership based organization dedicated to improving 

the health of the environment and the citizens of Kentucky.  Oak 
provides resources and educates Kentucky farmers and consumers 
who are interested in driving change for a more regenerative and 
organic food system

 https://www.oak-ky.org/
 Transition Training Program -2016

 Free program to OAK Members

The Gateway Crop

https://www.oak-ky.org/


The Gateway Crop

ORGANIC Transition/OSP Development

Fundamental principles of organic agriculture
Practical Application

 Navigate regulations
 Farm transition plans                                
 Practical details about organic crop, livestock, grain, and dairy 

production
 Organic Seed, Fertilizer, Supplies, etc….

Care Ecology

Health Fairness



L is to help 

National Organic Program
NOP

(Ag Marketing Service, AMS)

 Organic Food Production Act of 1990, 
 Final Rule establishing the NOP, 2000

 Rules Established, October 2002
 https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic

 Organic Hemp

The Gateway Crop

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic
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ORGANIC Certification
 5 Challenges of Transition/Certification

1. Defining the Farm and Fields
2. Production Practices
3. Organic Sourcing
4. Accepted and Prohibited
5. Records
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ORGANIC Production
 Where does HEMP(CBD) fit in?

1. Rotations
2. Nutrient Requirements
3. Production Practices
4. Post Harvest
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ORGANIC Production
 Rotations

Dr Shawn Lucas – Kentucky State University
1. Small Grains, Pastures, Vegetables……..?
2. What Works?  
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ORGANIC Production
 Hemp: CLONE vs SEED

Craig Lee
Jane Harrod

A ‘Passionate Debate’
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ORGANIC Production

Planting, Maintenance, Harvest
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ORGANIC Sourcing
 Production Supplies
 Seeds
 Planting Stock
 Fertilizers
 Pest Control
 Miscellaneous Supplies

Pennsylvania Certified Organic



The Gateway Crop

Organic Sourcing
 Production Supplies
 Seeds
 Planting Stock
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Organic Sourcing
 Production Supplies
 Seeds
 Planting Stock
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ORGANIC Sourcing
 Production Supplies
 Pest Control



Date Invoice Buyer Quantities(lb)
Lettuce Spinach Swiss Mesclun Kale Arugula Sales

4/13/2016 2038 Good Foods 21.5 20.5 7.5 20 15 84.5
4/20/2016 2041 Good Foods 31 17.5 16 64.5
4/26/2016 2042 Good Foods 20 20 20 60

5/1/2016 2046 Good Foods 21 21 21 14 77
5/7/2016 2047 Good Foods 31.5 31.5 63

5/14/2016 2048 Good Foods 9 21 29.5 59.5 Vates Lac
10/25/2016 3000 Good Foods 8.5 12 20.5 12
10/31/2016 3001 Good Foods 15.5 37.5 53 18 19.5

11/8/2016 3004 Good Foods 23.5 13.5 35 72 17.5 17.5

The Gateway Crop

Record
 What Do Need to Keep Track of…..
 Inputs
 Receipts
 Field Activity
 Sales

Field Logs 

High Tunnel 1
Date Operation Operator Equip Notes

4/12/2016 Weed/Water Family Drip/Hoes Quick weed and a 2hr 
water

4/16/2016 Harvest Tony .
4/23/2016 Harvest Tony

30-Apr Weed/Harvest Family
5-May Harvest/Water Tony Drip 3 hr

10-May Harvest Tony Last Harvest
***Due to the warm weather in late April and early May the lettuce started to bolt real early

25-May Flail Mowed all Tunnels Tony BCS
Knocking all of the 
overgrown vegetation 
down
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Kentucky ORGANIC Hemp Co-op
 Why a Co-op?
 Secretive Industry
 Crazy “Wild West” business
 Tough going to small 1-10ac growers
 Credit availability
 Seed, clone sourcing
 Finally….  “P----- Off”
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Kentucky ORGANIC Hemp Co-op
 Organized in 2019
 Small
 75% of Members getting certified for the 

first time in 2019
 Support 
 Open Flow of Information
 SOIL to OIL Certified ORGANIC
 Better Income
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 National Organic Program (NOP)
 https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic

 Other Resources
 Oregon Tilth

https://tilth.org/
 OAK

https://www.oak-ky.org/
 ATTRA

https://attra.ncat.org/
 Moses  (Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Services)

https://mosesorganic.org/
 Rodale

https://rodaleinstitute.org/

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic
https://tilth.org/
https://www.oak-ky.org/
https://attra.ncat.org/
https://mosesorganic.org/
https://rodaleinstitute.org/
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?
Tony Silvernail
502-320-1883

btborganic@gmail.com
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